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The Pegasus School is dedicated to academic excellence and to the development of lifelong learners who are confident, 
caring, and courageous.

Cover photo by Rick Davitt

•	 Emotionally and Physically Balanced

•	 Good Citizens

•	 Critical Thinkers

•	 Technologically Astute

•	 Creative and Innovative

•	 Economically Literate

•	 Well Versed in the Arts

•	 Excellent Communicators

•	 Collaborative Workers with 
	 Leadership Skills

•	 Environmentally Conscious

•	 Equipped with a Global Perspective

•	 Diverse, collaborative, and vibrant

•	 Serious about academic life

•	 Rich in opportunities

•	 Nurturing of the gifted student

•	 Engaged in the world outside the school

Welcome to the new Pegasus Magazine!

We’re proud and excited to introduce this inaugural issue of Pegasus 

Magazine, a full color bi-annual publication of The Pegasus School. We have 

transitioned from a quarterly 32-page newsletter, Pegasus Press, to this magazine that 

intends to: 

	 •	 Inform, inspire and challenge

	 •	 Promote leadership, scholarship and responsible citizenship

	 •	 Maintain relationships and renew interest

	 •	 Recognize individual and group accomplishments

	 •	 Tell our stories and serve as a permanent record

A redesigned and improved Pegasus website will be unveiled in September 2011. 

It will mirror this magazine and will be used as the primary communication tool to 

report on and promote current Pegasus events, activities, and successes. 

We always welcome your comments and feedback on Pegasus Magazine, as well as 

your ideas for future issues.

Soar with us!

Shalini Mattina
Associate Director of 
Advancement, Marketing
 smattina@thepegasusschool.org.

MISSION STATEMENT

21ST CENTURY PEGASUS STUDENTS ARE: Our students learn best, and develop the 
skills they need to pursue their dreams, in 
a community that is:

Pegasus students love to learn, to 
be challenged, and to work hard; 
they are bright and motivated; they 
are joyful; they grow in both intellect 
and empathy.

Pegasus teachers love to teach; 
they are flexible, creative, 
collaborative, and innovative; they 
foster each student’s individual gifts 
and passions; they educate the mind 
and the heart.

Pegasus parents value education; 
they work closely with the school in 
a partnership based on thoughtful 
communication and mutual respect.
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HEAD’S MESSAGE

Leadership
on

“The future belongs to a very different kind of person with a very different 

kind of mind — creators and empathizers, pattern recognizers, and meaning 

makers. These people — artists, inventors, designers, storytellers, caregivers, 

consolers, big picture thinkers — will now reap society’s richest rewards and 

share its greatest joys.” -Daniel Pink from A Whole New Mind 

	 We talk a great deal about leadership at Pegasus, and I am 

frequently surprised at the number of people who do not view 

themselves as leaders. In the minds of too many, leadership is the 

exclusive realm of the veteran CEO, the dynamic public speaker, 

the entrepreneurial business owner.

	 Yet my mother raised a family of nine children and there 

was not a day gone by where we did not view her and respect 

her as our leader. I have admired twenty -three year olds who 

are working multiple jobs to save for a home down payment; 

parents who sacrifice well deserved material comforts to 

provide education and opportunity for their children; corporate 

employees who reach out to colleagues with joy and camaraderie; 

store managers who greet customers with warmth and sincere 

appreciation. 

	 To me, these are all clear markers of leadership- people who 

lead lives filled with passion and commitment. I want to be like 

those people who embrace their personal talents and skills- 

people who demonstrate daily the ways that I might challenge 

myself to be more like them.

	 Back in the day, it may have been enough to define leadership 

as an expression of one’s personal talents and skills. But in a 

crowded, globally competitive world, this is no longer the case. 

In the United States today, we desperately need a new generation 

of inspired leadership — people who understand the realities of 

global communities, environmental stewardship, collaboration 

and communication, technological innovation, and artistic 

expression. Businesses seek out leaders who are well educated, 

globally engaged, big picture thinkers; leaders who teach us 

integrity by their commitment to sharing with others what it is 

that they do well. 
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	 At Pegasus, we are teaching 21st century leadership skills 

to our students, and our faculty demonstrate them as you’ll 

read about on the following pages. We want our students to 

embrace their own leadership, to understand their passions, 

and to believe in their hearts that they have both opportunities 

and responsibilities to influence the ways other people conduct 

their lives. We have a unique opportunity at this age level to 

develop habits of character and of predisposition. Our children 

will move through their lives believing in the power of their 

leadership. Pegasus 21st century leadership skills will help 

prepare our students to lead with the confidence of commitment 

and passion. 

	 This first issue of the Pegasus Magazine is devoted to 21st 

century leadership. Within these pages are student, alumni, 

faculty, and parent leaders. These are people from whom you 

need to hear. These are people who have gifts to inspire.

John Zurn

Head of School
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“I owe so much to 

Elaine Sarkin and 

Vicki Olivadoti for 

embracing me on 

their team – I am a 

better teacher for 

their sharing.”

technology. The apple does not seem 

to fall from the tree in the Goldhamer 

lineage.

	 Ready to take the next step in her 

career and pursue a graduate degree, 

this lifelong learner began to research 

programs in Gifted Education. With 

Pegasus in full support, Goldhamer chose 

to trek for three consecutive summers 

to the University of Connecticut, home 

to the National Research Center on 

the Gifted and Talented. This program 

reflected her personal interests, and 

beliefs, and was consistent with the 

Pegasus philosophy. The Renzulli and 

Reis philosophy at UConn emphasized 

the nurturing of individual talents, and 

according to Goldhamer, “included the 

belief that creativity and thinking skills 

are invaluable components to supporting 

academic growth.” Importantly, their 

focus was consistent with her broader 

idea of gifted and talented, as these terms 

can be used quite differently by educators. 

	 Many have a narrow view of being 

gifted, like a child prodigy playing 

Beethoven’s Fifth at age four, or a third 

grade student who can absorb a year’s 

worth of high school math in a few 

weeks. But gifted can go beyond sheer 

intellectual ability. Goldhamer prefers 

to use the term “talented,” and explains 

that one can exhibit a talent or gift in 

many different areas — from a traditional 

standpoint of being very advanced 

academically, to someone who is talented 

technically, in leadership, or talented in 

performing arts, or even knowledgeable 

in a particular subject area. “Mrs. 

Goldhamer was wonderful with my son, 

in that she didn’t just “get” his intellectual 

ability, but also understood the other 

characteristics that come with giftedness, 

and worked with those.  When he would 

take longer than others to finish, she 

understood that it wasn’t that he didn’t 

know it, but that perhaps he was being 

indecisive or striving for perfection…” 

states Pegasus parent, Mary Aimone. 

“Gifted teaching practices are good for 

all,” says Goldhamer, and she shares a 

saying familiar to gifted educators: “You 

may find that a rising tide lifts all ships.” 

	 Providing students with 

opportunities to discover their talents 

and to nurture these is what Goldhamer 

and Pegasus strive to do. In some 

ways, her summer graduate program 

reaffirmed much of what the school 

already provides, especially in the area 

of individualized learning opportunities 

and project-based learning. “I enjoyed 

sharing many of the Pegasus programs 

with my graduate class,” says Goldhamer, 

who hopes to introduce more of the 

Renzulli philosophy to Pegasus, and in 

particular wishes to include “designated 

time during the school day to pursue 

individual investigations and projects…” 

While not a designated school-wide 

program yet, teachers cite many of 

examples of how they are providing this 

type of individualized or differentiated 

instruction today. One way that 

instruction is differentiated is through 

the grouping of students according to 

some combination of the student learning 

style (such as those who are strong visual 

learners), by learning pace, or by academic 
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level such as done in reading and math 

in the lower grades. Another way to 

differentiate is by offering students 

supplemental projects that match up 

interests with aptitude. Goldhamer 

has used a technique referred to as 

“curriculum compacting,” or also known 

at Pegasus as independent study projects, 

in order to find time for supplemental 

projects in an already rich curriculum. “If 

a student has the motivation and aptitude 

to move through a unit more quickly 

than their peers, we have the flexibility 

to compact their curriculum and free up 

some time for an individual project.” This 

is why you might see one student with an 

additional project — to pursue a passion. 

One of Goldhamer’s students loved to 

study the origin of words, or etymology 

(“not entomology or the study of bugs,” he 

pointed out to the class), so she was able 

to give him opportunity to do a project in 

this area, enticing many other students 

to visit a website and explore this topic 

as well. Another student with an interest 

in medicine and science stunned her 

classmates with a visually-rich Power 

Point presentation on plagues of the past. 

Some like to do skits, others create videos 

to reenact scenes from books. 

	 Students will naturally gravitate 

toward subjects and projects they find 

intrinsically motivating. This is when, 

Goldhamer explains, that you see them 

deeply engaged in the learning process, 

experiencing the concept of “flow,” a term 

referred to by author and psychologist 

Mihály Csíkszentmihályi to describe a 

mental state where one feels energized, 

focused on the task at hand. Pegasus 

students discover learning opportunities 

throughout the day, even during lunch 

or after school — from parent-sponsored 

literature clubs, or school-sponsored 

programs such as the Shakespeare club, to 

numerous after school options including 

theater, language and graphics art. 

Goldhamer believes that the arts, whether 

it is visual arts, technology-based arts, 

or performing arts, provide an effective 

conduit to help a child identify and find 

their talent and express their creativity, 

which is why she initiated the lunchtime 

Shakespeare club, and directs the after 

school theater program with music 

director, Cheryl Wilson. Goldhamer 

believes that the arts are integral to a 

first rate education, and she ‘walks the 

talk, ’ not only at Pegasus, but she has 

been supportive of the arts and gifted 

education in within the Fountain Valley 

School District for years.

	 Pegasus Live! is the latest 21st century 

skills development program giving 

students the opportunity to explore video 

creation, editing and the concept of “flow.” 

Teacher Adam Stockman is the brainchild 

behind this pilot program which began in 

December, and involves monthly lessons 

for fifth graders. Ancillary programs 

such as these, as well as the project-based 

programs in the core curriculum such 

as Heritage Day, Entrepreneur Day, the 

Stock Market Game, and Third Grade 

Businesses not only further 21st century 

learner skills, but also give students 

numerous opportunities to try-on 

various hats, delve deeper into individual 

interests, explore their potential talents, 

and to nurture them. According to 

Goldhamer, finding and nurturing a 

passion for learning is at the heart of what 

she says is “gifted and talented” education. 

	 Her original quest to find an enriched, 

gifted learning environment led her to 

Pegasus, and she has been instrumental 

in keeping it so. She says she “loves what 

we do here at Pegasus, and knows we are 

making a difference.” When asked where 

she sees herself in five years, she expresses 

an interest in teacher preparation 

programs, but adds, “I believe in living life 

as if there is always another adventure out 

there waiting.” Whatever she does, let’s 

hope it is at Pegasus.

Sarah Drislane is a contributing writer for Coast Kids 
Magazine, and the mother of two teen daughters, including 
Danielle who attends Pegasus. Experienced and educated 
in various areas of science and technology, Sarah is an 
advocate for improved K-12 education in the areas of science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM). 
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The room was very small by today’s 
standards for a Pegasus graduation. 
Actually the year was 1993. The 

Pegasus wings were young and barely 
spread beyond the neighborhood.
	 Confident in the dream of 
Dr. Hathaway, seven very brave eighth 
graders and their parents met in the 
preschool room for the first Pegasus 
graduation.
	 All of them spoke. Yes, they were as 
good as today’s eighth grade orators. 
The second class was larger; eight were 
graduating a year later in the same room.
	 We all dreamed and trusted in the 
skills and courage these young Pegasi had 
gained as they took off to high school.
	 With the third graduation class, 
Dr. Hathaway initiated the Director’s 
Award (now the Hathaway Award) to be 
given to the student who most exemplified 
a strong academic record as well as 
character and attitude towards school, 
peers and adults on campus. Their reward 
was to return the next year and speak at 
graduation.

	 As the years passed the students’ 
wings continued to grow and stretch. 
We heard great stories of success in high 
schools throughout the area when they 
returned to visit Dr. Hathaway or to speak 
at graduations.
	 Pegasus graduates continued on to 
universities across America and overseas. 
Their success continued and grew as they 
graduated and entered careers in a great 
variety of disciplines.
	 The graduates now have spread 
their wings all over the world — growing, 
working and serving in careers to make 
the world a better place.
	 In this inaugural issue of Pegasus 
Magazine we are proud to feature our 
earliest Hathaway (Director’s) Award 
recipients. Our next issue will introduce 
those who were recognized in more 
recent years. Dream big, work hard and fly 
carefully for the future, as in the past, is for 
all Pegasus graduates.

Soar,
Pierre Hathaway

Those who Soar 
by Karen Clarke

Distinguished as the first Hathway Award recipient, Leslie assures current middle 
school students that “all the work being done now will definitely pay off in the 
future.” At the same time, Leslie believes it is important to have fun while learning. 
As assistant director for Mental Health America, a non-profit that provides creative 
ways for mentally challenged young adults to obtain resources and assistance 
in various aspects of their lives, Leslie not only values life lessons she learned at 
Pegasus, but cherishes the closeness she developed with her classmates and 
Dr. Hathaway during a class trip to Washington D.C.
        Leslie recalls that from the beginning of her Pegasus education in sixth grade, 
she was taught to hold herself accountable for her work, a lesson that served her 

well at Mater Dei High School, UC Irvine, and at USC, where she earned a masters in social work. Developing critical thinking skills 
through her middle school writing classes helped her think projects through and excel in her studies. Now, both in her professional and 
family life, Leslie values the process of working through challenges, for the most obvious solution is not always the best.

Leslie Castellano ’96

Thinking outside the box...
	 …caring, creating and connecting
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Hathaway Award
recipients

Leslie Castellano ’96

Nishan Tchekmedyian ’97

Carissa Tessaro ’98

Michelle Shepard ’99

Holly Miles ’00

Katie Dutcher ’01

Naneh Apkarian ’02

Catherine O’Hare ’03

Joseph Puishys III ’04

Bryan Rhodes ’05

Alex Popoff ’06

Julia Ostmann ’07

Melanie Arnold ’08

Ellen Emerson ’09

Wyatt Robertson ’10
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While Carissa brought a love of learning to the classroom as a kindergarten student, 
this love was fostered through the cutting-edge educational technology Pegasus 
introduced students to at an early age when personal computers were still a rarity in 
most households. Carissa also believes her devotion to lifelong learning was enriched 
by the collaborative learning environment created by dedicated teachers, parents, 
and administrators who provided her many unforgettable Pegasus experiences, such 
as the Middle School’s inaugural trip to Spain with Dr. Hathaway and former teacher, 
Sra. Hernan.
	 Carissa’s studies and career path reveal the strength of her Pegasus roots. After 
earning her B.A. from Georgetown University with dual majors in Government and 
Psychology, Carissa turned her focus again to technology, specifically how it is used 
to communicate from social, political, and cultural perspectives. She earned an M.A. 
in Communication, Culture and Technology at Georgetown. With experience in both 
finance/medical research and judicial independence, Carissa currently works as an IT 
consultant for the federal government in Washington, D.C. while enjoying volunteering 
at D.C. Central Kitchen and playing in a bocce league in her free time. Carissa also 
highly values staying in touch with lifelong friends from Pegasus.

Carissa Tessaro ’98

Embracing 21st century skills...
	 …giving back to the wider community.

Reflecting on the ten years she attended Pegasus, Michelle shares that eighth grade 
was her favorite time because that year was enriched by the close friendships 
she had developed in her younger years. She also expresses gratitude for the 
emphasis on developing initiative and resourcefulness in research, grammar, 
spelling, writing and oral presentations skills, and on teamwork. Gleaned from both 
Pegasus classrooms and sports fields, lessons in teamwork, innovation, and self-
sufficiency helped define a 21st century skill that Michelle takes to heart — being 
“a collaborative worker with leadership skills.” As a distinguished scholar and Air 
Force officer, Michelle personifies leadership, but prefers to discuss her ongoing 

commitment to collaboration through her passion for research, mentoring, friendship, and volunteering. 
	 After graduating from University High School, Michelle attended Stanford University, where she majored in human biology, 
volunteered at the V.A. hospital and served as a Resident Advisor. Michelle worked with Stanford faculty in researching the effects of 
sports participation on adolescent girls’ menstrual cycles and in studying outcomes of surgical repair of Achilles tendon tears. Similarly, 
when Michelle entered Vanderbilt University Medical School, she collaborated with faculty in presenting research on improving 
medical education, and she has supported her peers through tutoring, serving on the Curriculum Committee, and volunteering at the 
student-run community clinic. In May, Michelle will complete her M.D. program with honors and next will pursue specialty training in 
pediatrics.

Michelle Shepard ’99

Dedicated to the pursuit of excellence...
	 …motivated by a concern for others and the environment.



PEGASUS MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 2011	 35

From her extraordinary mental math abilities to her critical thinking and environmental 
consciousness, Katie traces her skills and awareness to her Pegasus school days — to Mrs. 
Olivadoti, Mrs. Thomas, Mr. Bridges, and Coach Tyler. Katie acknowledges that she speaks 
for many Pegasus students, past and present, when she describes the impact “Coach” 
Tyler had upon her life. “Character is how you behave when no one is watching,” giving 
your best, and practicing perseverance still echo in her head. “Other than my parents, I 
probably learned more about vital life lessons from Coach than from any other person I’ve 
ever known.”
	 A graduate of Pomona College, Katie now works for Moving Forward Education, a non-
profit that runs innovative girls’ and boys’ after-school programs in low-income Oakland 
public schools. She embraces two 21st century learning skills: environmentally consciousness 
and critical thinking. She is keenly aware of the impact of our actions, habits, and choices 
on the health and vitality of the planet. Especially at this time, Katie explains, “when human 
beings have access to more information than we ever have [had] in history, being able to 
think critically — to receive information and, rather than swallow it whole, digest it with care 
and come to one’s own conclusions about it” — is what enables us to take action in a way 
that will have the greatest impact.

Katie Dutcher ’01

Staying grounded...
			   …being impactful.

As globalization takes us toward a more unified world, Naneh acknowledges 
that for unification to work, “We need to accept each other and understand our 
differences.” She cites three values she learned to appreciate at Pegasus, which 
are especially important to making that work: believing in yourself, learning how 
to work with others, and having integrity of character. She recalls two Pegasus 
teachers who made her feel accepted, understood, and valued: Former science 
teacher Rob Grant, and Charles Tyler. Naneh fondly remembers “Coach” Tyler 
teaching middle school students the electric slide to make their first dance a fun 

transitional experience, and Mr. Grant mentoring her through to the state science fair. “The science fair was really cool, but it was the 
conversations I had with Mr. Grant that were something special.”
	 Naneh’s confidence in pursuing her diverse interests continued through high school and college. Building on her Pegasus theatre 
experience, Naneh was stage manager at University High School, where she also swam, played water polo, and won several OC 
Science Fair awards, and graduated as a National Merit finalist. As a Pure Mathematics major at Pomona College, she participated 
in an NSF research project at SDSA, “A Large-Scale Statistical Survey of Environmental Metagenomes,” and she helped her water polo 
team not only win the Div III National Championship one year, but also leap to the NCAA Championships the other three years. 
A recent graduate, Naneh plans to earn her MS at Cambridge University then pursue a Ph.D. in the states, but first, she is enjoying travel 
and language study.

Naneh Apkarian ’02

Embracing diversity…
	 …welcoming inquiry.
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Whether studying coastal ecology in Zanzibar and Tanzania, working as a 
teacher assistant for university biology classes, teaching kindergarteners 
environmental science, or playing ultimate Frisbee, Catherine does not 
distinguish learning from living. To do well at either requires collaboration 
and cooperation, two values that she believes “are fostered in a small, 
compassionate environment” like Pegasus. While recognizing that Pegasus 
prepares students to be leaders in the community by encouraging them to 
develop critical thinking, to nurture their love of learning, and to become active 
in service learning, Catherine especially appreciates that Pegasus “encourages 
students to work well with others.” Given her passion for environmental ecology, 
it comes as no surprise that one of Catherine’s fondest Pegasus memories is 
traveling to Catalina Island for CELP in the seventh grade. 
	 Catherine could share valuable insight with the Pegasus community on expanding one’s educational opportunities. She has 
received seven scholarships to support her pursuit of knowledge through education and research, including the John Frederick 
Oberlin Scholarship. After graduating this May from Oberlin College with a degree in Biology, Catherine hopes to continue her work in 
environmental education and ecology research.

Catherine O’Hare ’03

Fostering collaboration...
	 …envisioning compassion.

Joey discovered what he most loves to do when Mrs. Olivadoti introduced him to third 
grade Chit Chats. He fondly remembers how his first experiences in oral presentations filled 
him with excitement. “Class with Mrs. ‘O’ was my favorite, and I absolutely loved going to 
school each and every day.” Pegasus’s emphasis on developing the ability to effectively, 
confidently, and competently communicate your ideas and intentions to others, regardless 
of status or rank, in conjunction with strength of character and innovation, is essential to 
good leadership. Joey recalls the importance of creativity and innovation beginning as 
early as first grade where he was consistently encouraged to develop “out of the box” and 
new ideas. 
	 Pegasus students also have the opportunity to develop, experience, and test their 
own leadership styles, which helped prepare Joey for his engineering career with the U.S. 

Navy after graduating from Sage Hill School and the U.S. Naval Academy. Joey never goes for the easy solution just because it’s readily 
available, rather he searches for exciting new ways to solve engineering dilemmas. 
	 The strong moral foundation instilled and reinforced at Pegasus in his early years has helped Joey gain the trust and respect of his 
superiors, his peers, and those he leads. “Leadership, especially good leadership is not something that you can teach,” says Joey, nor is 
something a child will learn from books; it is something that must be lived.” His dedication to serving others is nothing short of inspiring.

Joseph Puishys III ’04

Communicating integrity, diligence, and respect...
	 …inspiring growth and good will.



1996
Lisa Wiley was recently elected Program 

Chair for the Orange County Bar 

Association. At the Public Law Center, 

Lisa volunteers pro bono work and at 

the Constitutional Rights Foundation is 

a mock trial attorney scorekeeper. Lisa 

and her fiancé, Ian, Ian are in the exciting 

stages of planning their June wedding.

1997
Martin Giannini attended Newport 

Harbor High School then went on to 

University of California, Irvine to receive 

his Bachelors of Arts degree in theater 

arts in 2005. He currently lives in New 

York City working for the Round About 

Theater Company as well as on various 

projects as an independent producer.

1999
Jamie Horowitz is a second year law 

student at University of California, 

Hastings College of the Law studying 

international and comparative law review. 

Philanthropically, she is a trip coordinator 

at Plasticos Foundation and volunteers at 

Women for World Health. Jamie thanks 

Pegasus for her public speaking abilities 

and introduction to global issues. 

Vatche Tchekmedyian returned to 

Pegasus to speak with fifth graders on his 

memories of Pegasus and transitioning 

into middle school, high school, and 

college. Vatche, in his fourth year of 

medical school at the University of 

California, Los Angeles, encouraged the 

students to “work hard and listen to their 

teachers.”

2000
Sean Maghami is currently attending 

Pacifica Graduate Institute working 

on his thesis for his Master of Arts in 

psychology with an emphasis in child 

psychology.

2001
Tracy Carr completed her language 

requirement for her undergraduate

degree in psychology, living for six 

months in Sienna, Italy. She speaks

fluent Italian and is taking some time off 

before she pursues her Masters Degree 

in Speech Pathology or Occupational 

Therapy. During her hiatus, she has 

worked at the corporate offices of B.J.’s 

Restaurants, interned with Dr. Peshkess 

at Pegasus, traveled and is now working 

for Louis Vuitton North America, Inc.

Elizabeth Conklin graduated from the 

University of California, Los Angeles in 

2009 with her Bachelor’s of Science in 

engineering. Last June, she graduated 

from Stanford University with a Master 

of Science in civil and environmental 

engineering. For the past several 

years Elizabeth has volunteered for 

the Pediatric AIDS Coalition’s annual 

dance marathon and is a member of the 

American Society of Civil Engineers, 

going into inner city Los Angeles middle 

schools to work in after school programs 

with students showing an interest 

in engineering. She currently holds a 

position at KPFF Structural Engineering. 

2002
Karly Bennett is a recent graduate of 

University of California, Berkeley. She is 

now working in AmeriCorps. 

Alyssa Greene received a Bachelor’s 

degree cum laude in German from Smith 

College.  She was elected to Phi Beta 

Kappa in the fall of her senior year and 

graduated in three and a half years. At 

graduation, Alyssa was awarded the Anita 

Luria Ascher Memorial Prize, awarded 

to the senior German major who started 

Lisa Wiley ’96 and fiancé, Ian

Alyssa Greene ’02 is currently teaching 
English to middle and high school 
students in Germany

Vatche Tchekmedyian ’99 spoke to 
Pegasus 5th graders during a recent 
campus visit

Martin Giannini ’97 is an independent 
theater arts producer

Alumni Connections
by Angel Waters
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studying German at Smith and had the 

greatest progress while at Smith.  She 

enrolled in a two month immersion 

program in German at the University of 

Freiberg in Germany where she quickly 

mastered the language. Alyssa spent her 

junior year studying at the University 

of Hamburg, and was awarded a DAAD 

fellowship in connection with her studies.

	 In addition to her studies, she was 

the head resident of her dorm. She 

volunteered at the Smith Art Museum as a 

tour guide to elementary school children.  

She also tutored English as a foreign 

language.

	 Alyssa is a Fulbright Scholar who 

is spending the year teaching English 

to middle and high school students in 

Hamburg, Germany. She recently applied 

to teach a second year.

Jessica Horowitz is a recent Chapman 

University/Dodge Film School graduate 

in film production. Her love of film 

documentary, graphic design, and 

advertising landed her a nomination at 

the 2010 Cecil Thesis Film Festival for 

best documentary. Pegasus prepared 

Jessica for her skills in social networking, 

communication and technology. Jessica 

documents her trips abroad with the 

Plasticos Foundation. 

Kyle Ramer followed his love and 

curiosity of history through a trip 

to Europe upon his graduation from 

Providence College. From the Edinburgh 

Festival and Imperial War Museum 

in London to the Fortifications in 

Luxembourg, Kyle took in as much as 

he could. And what are the odds of Kyle 

connecting with other Pegasus alumni? 

Quite good! In Scotland, he reacquainted 

with Carissa Cummings ’03 and in 

Munich with Mike Mosher ’03. Kyle’s 

European tour ended in Italy but not 

before getting to visit the Pegasus Bridge 

in Normandy.

2003
Kevin Chambers graduated from 

University of California, Santa Barbara 

in just three years with a bachelor’s 

degree in psychology. He is currently 

getting some great work experience with 

a local computer firm in marketing and 

advertising before continuing on to grad 

school.

Nick Frazier is a senior at University of 

California, Los Angeles with an interest 

in marine biology and medicine. Nick, an 

alumni scholar, is on the Dean’s List and 

is in the honors program. He was the life 

team captain for the American Cancer 

Society, participated in the pediatric AIDS 

marathon and served as the volunteer 

coordinator for the Los Angeles AIDS 

Walk. Nick also volunteers as a Hoag 

Hospital clinical care extender. Pegasus 

prepared Nick for “his background in 

science and computer skills.”

Christine Shepard recently received a 

dual degree in environmental studies 

and media studies from the University 

of Miami and is exploring post-

graduate options related to underwater 

documentaries. She holds an internship 

position with a non-profit organization 

dedicated to educating the public on 

the shark’s diminishing population. 

She recently presented to our Pegasus 

kindergarten, first and third graders. 

Earlier this year, Christine won a 

scholarship from the Wine Spectator 

Magazine for her photography of New 

Zealand vineyards. View her captivating 

portfolio at http://web.me.com/c.shepard.

2004
Ben Frazier is a junior at University of 

Southern California – Marshall School of 

Business. He is on the Dean’s list, a Town 

and Gown scholar and Marshall scholar. 

He volunteers for the American Cancer 

Society’s Relay for Life. 

Shayan Fakhimi is attending the 

University of Oregon with an interest in 

business and sports management.

Elizabeth Conklin ’01 graduated from Stanford University, M.S. Engineering. 
Pegasus alumnae Emma Werlin ’01 and Leslie Werblin ‘01 celebrated with her.

Kyle Ramer ’02 visited the Pegasus Bridge in Normandy, France during his trip to Europe
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Kristina Sidrak is in the college honors 

program at University of California, Los 

Angeles where her primary concentration 

is history with a minor in workplace 

studies/civic engagement. Kristina served 

as an intern for JusticeCorps, a program 

dedicated to helping self represented 

litigants find justice. Working with an 

abundance of family law cases has helped 

Kristina narrow her focus for the future 

and the type of law she wants to practice.

	 Kristina is the chief of staff for the 

Undergraduate Student Association 

Council Office of the Internal Vice 

President which presides over the nine 

hundred plus student groups on campus. 

She is also the vice president for public 

relations for the UCLA Panhellenic 

Council and the outreach community 

service director for the Student Alumni 

Association. As executive board member 

for Swipes for the Homeless, she collects 

leftover meal swipes at the end of each 

quarter and converts them into food 

to deliver to Los Angeles homeless 

shelters. And if that’s not enough, she 

is a committee member of the Pediatric 

AIDS Coalition, a group that organizes 

an annual dance marathon fundraiser. 

This marathon is the largest student-run 

philanthropic event on the west coast.

2006
Lindsay Chambers graduated magna 

cum laude from University High School 

with awards in math and science. She 

gave stellar performances this year, 

both for the Laguna Playhouse Youth 

Theater and University High School’s 

theater production. She now attends 

Northwestern University with a double 

major in theater and international 

relations. She has secured her spot 

placement on both the improv team and 

theater board.

Hanalynn Hunt is in a freshman at 

Occidental College where she plays 

varsity volleyball and is interested 

in psychology and kinesiology. Last 

year at Sage Hill School, Hanalynn 

along with Pegasus alumni Stephen 

Grant and Lindsey Kish founded the 

LASH (Lending Assistance to Sage 

Hill) organization. The mission of this 

organization is to raise financial aid funds 

for deserving students. In one year, they 

raised over $5,000. 

Monica Schnapp is attending the 

University of the Pacific. Monica is 

thriving in their cheer and dance program 

and is a cheer coach at a local high school. 

Through Hillel, Monica volunteers at soup 

kitchens and food banks helping those in 

need. She is also dedicated academically 

by her involvement in the Heyborne 

Leadership Academy, a Saturday 

enrichment clinic that strengthens 

students’ basic academic skills.

2007
Katherine Nagasawa, a high honor roll 

senior at Sage Hill School has proven 

that dedication to one’s passion can 

change lives. Katherine is the president 

of the Pink Ribbon Club, editor-in-chief 

of the literary magazine, editor of the 

student-run school newspaper, and vice 

president of the academic decathlon. 

Philanthropically, Katherine gives back 

to those who are ill by volunteering in 

the oncology ward at Mission Hospital 

and at Heritage Pointe Senior Assisted 

Living Facility. While volunteering at 

Kevin Chambers ’03 graduated from UCSB. His sister, Lindsay Chambers ’06 
graduated from University High School and attends Northwestern University.

Mater Dei students Alex Vrabeck ’09 and Sarah Cluck ’09 recently enjoyed a 
visit back to Pegasus.

Kristina Sidrak ’04 attends 
UCLA.

Katherine Nagasawa ’07 is a senior at Sage 
Hill School.
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the assisted living facility, Katherine was 

given the opportunity to write the life 

story of a resident. She collaborated with 

a 98-year-old woman who proved to her 

that age is merely a number. Through 

monthly meetings and e-mails, they 

developed a life-long friendship that 

Katherine considers to be “one of the most 

unique friendships” she has ever had. 

Her task is to compile almost a century’s 

worth of short stories which will 

eventually turn into a self-published book. 

Victoria Davidson and Natalie Hiles, 

seniors at St. Margaret’s Episcopal School, 

have each been awarded the National 

Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) 

Achievement Award in Writing, a 

prestigious national writing competition 

that publicly recognizes some of the best 

student writers in the nation.

2008
Grant Frazier is enjoying history, 

business, and biology in his junior year 

at Newport Harbor High School. Grant 

received the Beach City Service League 

Commander Award for Service and is a 

member of the national honor society. 

Last year, Grant was the Student of the 

Semester for English. At school Grant 

is involved in the American Heart 

Association and Students Against 

Destructive Decisions clubs. Outside 

school, Grant volunteers with the 

American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, 

Meals on Wheels, Boys Hope, Girls Hope, 

and Share Our Selves. 

Alayna Lewis is on the varsity volleyball 

team at Sage Hill School while also 

making time to help the world around 

her. Through her Lutheran youth group, 

Alayna helped build a school in Costa 

Rica and taught the love of reading to 

third graders at Wilson School in Costa 

Mesa. A master diver and certified rescue 

diver, Alayna is passionate about coral reef 

restoration and recently visited Belize’s 

Smithsonian research program. 

2009
Jack Clement is a sophomore at Newport 

Harbor High School involved in the 

sailing and surf teams. He is a Life Scout 

Eagle candidate and is in the snowboard 

club. Jack’s interest is in engineering 

and design. During the summer, he 

volunteers as a counselor at OC Sea Base 

in Newport Beach. Jack credits Pegasus 

for his interest in math and technology, 

and for developing his organizational and 

speaking skills.

Max Davitt is on the basketball and 

lacrosse teams at Sage Hill School and is 

enjoying his math classes.

Molly Wang is on the Headmaster’s 

honor roll at St. Margaret’s Episcopal 

School. Her interests include math, 

science, music, and sports. Molly is a 

CIF tennis champion and medaled at XC 

Woodbridge Invitational. She holds two 

organizations close to her heart – Shea 

Center for Therapeutic Riding and AYSO 

Club VIP soccer. Both target children 

with physical or mental disabilities. She 

finds joy in using her talents to help 

others. Both experiences have reinforced 

the importance of patience, good humor 

and an open heart. She invites any middle 

school student looking for a community 

service project to consider volunteering 

for the Shea Center. 

Dana Fish is a sophomore at Connelly 

High School and was selected as an 

exchange student at Holy Child School in 

Dublin, Ireland. Since January, she’s been 

attending classes is spending seven weeks 

living with a host family. In April, an 

Irish student will be visiting California 

to live with Dana and her family and 

attend school at Connelly. (On a special 

note: Dana will be celebrating her 16th 

birthday in Dublin on St. Patrick’s Day.) 

Dana also had the opportunity to travel 

with Connelly to Italy over spring break 

last year.

Catherine O’Hare ’03 (right) and her mother, Tinka Hrountas, 
visited Pegasus in February.

Tracy Carr ’01, past Pegasus student, Sam Carr, & Brandon 
Carr ’99.

Dana Fish ’09 plays varsity waterpolo for Connelly High School.
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Laura Faith Goetz feels “lucky to be an 

alumnus of this incomparable institution. 

It was while I was an eighth grader here 

at Pegasus that I found my life’s true 

passion and embarked on my journey as 

a fiction writer.” 

The idea for Amanda Phake: The First 

Phake ID came to Laura during science 

class. She envisioned this mystical object, 

a watch that had no hands, a cracked 

face, and weird engravings on its silvery 

band. Without hesitation, she wrote her 

novel’s preface. 

After two years of writing, editing, 

and revising, Laura decided to share 

her excitement of writing her fantasy/

suspense novel. During her sophomore 

and junior years of high school, she 

submitted her novel to publishers and 

agents. When Laura was a senior, her 

mother submitted Laura’s novel without 

her knowledge to “Outskirts Press,” an 

online publishing company based in 

Denver, Colorado. Laura was surprised 

when Outskirts Press accepted her 

manuscript! She was about to learn the 

publishing business first-hand. 

Laura’s novel may be purchased online 

at amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com, 

and other online-retail sites. 

Looking back on that day in eighth 

grade, Laura remembers dreaming of 

becoming a published author. Now that 

she is, she is eager to share her passion 

with the world. Laura encourages all 

children to discover passion and to 

not waste time in trying to pursue their 

dreams. Laura felt lucky to have been 

able to realize at such an early age that 

she wanted to write, and can only hope 

to pass this message along to younger 

students in the hope that they, too, will 

decide to take an active approach in 

constructing their dream-future.

Publishes First Novel
Laura Faith Goetz ’06

	 Dana is finishing up her second 

season on varsity water polo and will 

rejoin varsity swim when she returns to 

Connelly. She is involved with Student 

Ambassadors, Garden Guardians and the 

Handbell Ensemble.

1999
Brandon Carr was selected for 

an externship with San Francisco 

Superior Court Judge Marla Miller, an 

undergraduate and law school alumna 

of Harvard University. This is Brandon’s 

last semester at UC Hastings Law School 

where he is in the top third of his class, on 

the Law Review, was named top student 

in his Interviewing and Counseling class 

and his Negotiations and Settlement class. 

He has been on the Dean’s Honor List 

every semester and is a Juris Doctor 

Candidate (Spring 2011). He received 

the Academic Excellence Award in Civil 

Procedure II (A+), a Moot Court Winner 

Business Law Association and member 

of both the Representative, International 

Law Society and International Trademark 

Association. He would like to relocate to 

Orange County after he takes the Bar this 

summer.

Past Pegasus Student
Sam Carr is a junior at Northwood High 

School. He is an honor roll student and 

has been on the varsity wrestling team for 

three years. Sam wants to be an attorney 

or go into the entertainment business as a 

comedian. He’s volunteered at the animal 

shelter of Orange County and enjoys sign 

language and speaking with the deaf.

Christine Shepard ’03 visited Pegasus in 
February to give a presentation about shark 
preservation to students.

ALUMNI PROFILE

Angel Waters is the Pegasus Associate Director of 
Advancement, Programs and Events. She oversees the Spring 
Benefit, Alumni Association and Grandparent’s Association.

If you’re part of our alumn family, we want to hear from you! 
Please contact Angel, awaters@thepegasusschool.org.
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ROBOTICS
INSTITUTE

Supporting our Mission

“We have big 
aspirations for 
our students. 
I’ve asked the 
faculty to dream 
big. They’ve 
come up with three 
programs that will have a huge 
impact on the quality of education 
we present to our students.” 
			   -John Zurn, Head of School

Your support of our annual fund, On Golden 
Wings, and our Spring Benefit, VEGASUS 
supports these programs…and much more! 
 
Donate securely online at 
www.thepegasusschool.org/giving.

“The International Studies 
Center is an opportunity 

for your children to 
communicate with 
children all over the 
world. To truly teach 
them that what 

happens here, matters 
there, and what happens 

there, matters here.”

“Pegasus Live! will 
revolutionize the 
way we teach 
our children to 
communicate.”

“Robotics is about 21st century 
critical thinking skills. It’s about 
programming, engineering. 
It’s about taking the best of 
modern science and teaching 
our children ways to use that to 
make an impact in the future.”

Pegasus
Live!

THANK YOU for your GIFT
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Mark your Calendar
Vegasus Spring Benefit				    March 19

Middle School Arts Night				    May 20

Lower School Spring Concert			   June 2

Eighth Grade Graduation				    June 9

Camp Pegasus / Pegasus Leadership Camp	 June 27-August 5
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32nd Annual

for Students in Grades PK - 8

CAMPPEGASUS
SESSION 1

June 27-July 8
(No class July 4)

SESSION 2
July 11-July 22

SESSION 3
July 25-August 5

PEGASUS LEADERSHIP CAMP

LEGO Robotics
Grades 5-8

June 27-July 8

Summer Shakespeare Theater
Grades 5-8
July 11-29

Pegasus Global Youth Summit
Grades 6-8
July 25-29

Film and Television Production Studio
Grades 6-8
August 1-12

• Film & Television Production Studio
• Summer Shakespeare Theater
• Pegasus Global Youth Summit
• Lego Robotics

INTRODUCING
MIDDLE SCHOOL

CAMP

www.thepegasusschool.org/camp



